
Proposed	Names	for	Violent	Storms:	

	 Ever	wonder	how	the	names	we	give	to	violent	storms	are	chosen?		A	24	Nov.,	

2023	article,	“Tropical	Cyclone	Naming,”	on	the	World	Meteorological	Organization	

website	states:	

Tropical	cyclones	are	a	dangerous	natural	hazard	and	occur	all	around	the	
world.	Naming	tropical	cyclones	has	proven	to	be	the	fastest	way	to	
communicate	warnings	and	raise	public	awareness	and	preparedness.	
Assigning	names	to	tropical	cyclones	makes	tracking	and	discussing	specific	
storms	more	straightforward,	especially	when	multiple	storms	are	active	
simultaneously.	Naming	also	helps	to	avoid	confusion	among	meteorologists,	
media,	emergency	management	agencies	and	the	public.	Additionally,	naming	
tropical	cyclones	can	aid	historical	record-keeping	and	research	on	storm	
behaviour	and	impacts.	
	 	Historically,	storms	have	been	named	for	a	long	time,	but	haphazardly	and	
after	the	fact.	For	example,	an	Atlantic	storm	that	ripped	the	mast	off	a	boat	
named	Antje	would	become	known	as	Antje's	hurricane.	As	weather	
forecasting	developed	as	a	science,	storms	were	identified	by	their	latitude-
longitude.	However,	using	short,	distinctive	names	–	in	written	and	spoken	
communications	–	proved	quicker	and	less	subject	to	error.	Those	were	
essential	considerations	when	exchanging	detailed	storm	information	with	
hundreds	of	widely	scattered	weather	stations,	coastal	bases,	and	ships	at	sea.		
		Using	female	names	for	storms	started	in	the	middle	of	the	20th	century. Then,	
in	the	pursuit	of	a	more	organized	and	efficient	system,	meteorologists	in	the	
North	Atlantic	decided	to	identify	storms	using	names	from	an alphabetical	
list:	the	first	storm	in	the	year	would	be	given	a	name	that	begins	with	A,	like	
Anne,	the	second	B,	like	Betty,	etc.		As	of	1953,	the	National	Hurricane	Center,	
a	division	of	the	US	National	Atmospheric	and	Oceanographic	Association	
(NOAA),	provided	the	name	lists	for	Atlantic	tropical	storms.	In	1979,	male	
names	were	introduced,	alternating	with	the	female	names.			

WMO	has	now	developed	strict	procedures	to	determine	a	list	of	tropical	
cyclone	names.	There	are	different	rules	for	naming	cyclones	in	different	parts	
of	the	world.	In	some	places	like	the	Atlantic	and	Southern	Hemisphere,	
cyclones	are	named	alphabetically,	alternating	men's	and	women's	names.	In	
other	regions,	names	follow	the	alphabetical	order	of	the	countries.	

The	process	of	naming	tropical	cyclones	

The	process	of	determining	names	for	tropical	cyclones	is	conducted	by	the	
relevant	tropical	cyclone	regional	body	at	its	annual/biennial	session.	There	
are	five	tropical	cyclone	regional	bodies,	i.e.	ESCAP/WMO	Typhoon	
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Committee,	WMO/ESCAP	Panel	on	Tropical	Cyclones,	RA	I	Tropical	Cyclone	
Committee,	RA	IV	Hurricane	Committee,	and	RA	V	Tropical	Cyclone	
Committee.	These	bodies	establish	pre-designated	lists	of	names	which	are	
proposed	by	WMO	Members’	National	Meteorological	and	Hydrological	
Services.	The	selection	of	names	is	based	on	their	familiarity	to	the	people	in	
each	region,	aiming	to	aid	in	the	understanding	and	remembrance	of	cyclones.	
The	naming	procedures	can	vary,	with	some	regions	using	alphabetical	order	
and	others	using	the	alphabetical	order	of	country	names.	It	is	important	to	
note	that	tropical	cyclones	are	not	named	after	individuals.	

When	selecting	a	new	name,	consideration	is	given	to	certain	factors:			
• Short	in	character	length	for	ease	of	use	in	communication	
• Easy	to	pronounce	
• Appropriate	significance	in	different	languages	
• Uniqueness	–	same	names	cannot	be	used	in	other	regions.		

	 Okay.		I	get	it.		“Avoid	confusion	among	meteorologists,	media,	emergency	

management	agencies	and	the	public,”	“ease	of	use	in	communication,”	and	“easy	to	

pronounce.”		But,	I’m	sorry,	I	just	don’t	get	having	to	read	headlines	like	“Storm	Anne	

Kills	10,”	or	“Betty	Destroys	Homes	on	Seacoast.”		[How	do	you	think	that	this	makes	all	

the	Annes	and	Bettys	out	there	feel?		Or	any	one	of	the	other,	common,	innocuous	names	

on	the	lists	for	2020	to	2027:		“Alex,	Arlene,	Alberto,	Andrea,	Arthur,	Ana/	Bonnie,	Bret,	

Beryl,	Barry,	Bertha,	Bill”	.	.	.	etc.,	etc.?]	

	 Why	not	give	these	deadly	storms	the	names	of	horrible	villains	or	devils?		That	
way	we	can	curse	the	storms	and	not	have	to	worry	about	offending	our	children	or	
loved	ones.			
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	 So	here	is	my	list	of	names	for	violent	storms.		Yes,	most	are	not	particularly	

short	or	easy	to	pronounce,	but	at	least	they’re	names	of	baddies:	

Apollyon	

Belial	

Cruella	

Dracula	

Empousa	

Fagin	

Grendel	

Hannibal	

Iblis	

Jinn	

Kevin	

Lucifer	

Moriarty	

No	

O’Brien	

Pazuzu	

Queeg	

Ratched	

Sauron	

Trunchbull	

Ursala	

Voldemort	

Woland	

Xerxes	

Yeti	

Zod	
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